
Appendix A: Guidance on target oxygen saturation levels  
 

 

 
 

EMERGENCY OXYGEN PRESCRIBING 
PAEDIATRIC  GUIDELINES IN SECONDARY CARE

Is the patient
critically ill?

Reservoir mask
Oxygen 15L/min

or bag-valve mask

Could the patient have 
chronic CO2 retention?
(see orange box below)

Target O2 sats
>92%

Discuss with consultant or SpR
Consider capillary blood gas

Yes

No

Target O2 sats
>95%

Does the child have chronic 
lung disease of prematurity?

Patient has or is at risk of 
pulmonary hypertension

YesNo

Target O2 sats
91-94%

Yes

Breathing in patients who have chronic CO2
retention may be dependant on hypoxic drive 

Take care with oxygen in the following patients

• Chronic lung disease of prematurity
• Neuromuscular disease
• Obesity 
• End stage cystic fibrosis

Oxygen must be prescribed in the drug chart 
using the paediatric oxygen sticker

In an emergency, oxygen can be given without 
a prescription

APLS

No

Patient has or is at risk of
pulmonary hypertension

Does the child have 
congenital heart disease?

Yes No

No

YesDiscuss 
target O2 sats

with  cardiology 

Yes No
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